
priest. I hope that you can 
get excited too about what 
your church could be like, 
and to get excited also 
about your part in it. 

At the heart of my vision is 
that I would love to see all 
our parishioners coming to 
Mass and ready to engage 
in it in prayer and self-
offering. I’m sure, from 
things I’ve said before, that 
you know that I think that 
this bulletin is more of a 
distraction than a help dur-
ing Mass. And so, from the 
First Sunday of Advent, we 
will be giving the bulletin 
out at the end of Mass, to 
take home and read. At the 
beginning of Mass you will 
receive a smaller paper 
with the responses, but 
also some prayers and re-
flections to help you to 
prepare for Mass and Holy 
Communion. I’m sure this 
will be a great help. 

“Be thou my vision” we 
often sing in the words of 
the popular hymn. In that 
hymn, we are asking the 
Lord to be the vision of 
our lives. Not an actual 
vision of Jesus—but rather 
that we might see our lives 
clearly in the light of the 
Lord, and see the path 
ahead. 

We all need to have 
‘vision’. If we lose sight of 
where we are going to, the 
pathway may seem diffi-
cult, sapping our energy, 
and we may give up. But if 
we see where we are go-
ing, it can give us strength 
and courage to continue. 

This Sunday I am asking 
parishioners to imagine 
what our parishes could 
look like in the future. If I 
were to ask you what you 
THINK it will look like, 
that may mean that all your 
fears and anxieties may be 

reflected in what you imag-
ine. But I am asking you to 
envisage what you would 
LIKE your parish to look 
like. Take some time to 
think about this. What 
would our parishes look 
like if they were the best 
they could be? Can you 
describe what it would be 
like coming to Sunday 
Mass in such a parish? Can 
you think what the life of 
each of the parishioners 
would be like? The good 
news is: this vision can be 
reality! 

During Mass I will be shar-
ing my vision of what I 
would love our partnership 
of parishes to look like in 
say five years time. It is the 
vision of our parishes that 
excites me to get up in the 
morning and do the work I 
have to do. It is the vision 
which informs the choices I 
make in leading as parish 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Bl Miguel Pro 

1891-1927 
Bl Miguel was known as a 
really lively child and a 
joker. But when his sister 
became a nun, Miguel real-
ised he was called to be a 
priest. And so, he entered 
the Jesuit order at the age 
of 20. At that time in Mex-
ico, the anti-Church liberal 
government made it diffi-
cult for priests to be 

trained. So he went to fin-
ish his training in the USA 
and Spain and was or-
dained in Belgium. Return-
ing to Mexico he acted in 
secret as a priest. He 
would disguise himself as a 
beggar, police officer or 
businessman to be able to 
bring the Sacraments to 
faithful Catholics. He was 
steadfast and peaceful in 
the face of martyrdom. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  
You may also request Confession from one of the priests at 
other times outside these advertised times. 

Saturday 18th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday November List 

Sunday 19th      9.00am    Holy Mass  Thomas & Ursula Norton 

Thirty-Third  11.00am   Holy Mass  Maureen & Ken Green 

Sunday of the  1.00pm    Baptisms  

Year    6.30pm Holy Mass November List 

Monday 20th 9.15am    Holy Mass November List 

Feria  6.00pm   Holy Mass Int Margaret Brownsword 

Tuesday 21st 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Presentation of the  9.15am    Holy Mass  November List 

Blessed Virgin Mary   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 22nd   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

St Cecilia   12noon  Holy Mass November List 

Thursday 23rd       9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) November List 

St Clement I 6.00pm    Holy Mass  John & Ellen Clifford 

Friday 24th   9.30am  Holy Mass Maura Maguire 

St  Andrew Dung-Lac 
& Companions 

   6.00pm Holy Mass November List 

Saturday 25th 9.15am    Holy Mass November List 

Our Lady   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Bridget Culhane 

Sunday 26th                9.00am    Holy Mass  George & Barbara Connell 

CHRIST THE  11.00am   Holy Mass  People of the Parishes  

KING    6.30pm Holy Mass November List 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

instructions for my funeral mass 
Some of you will already have filled one of the forms for choosing arrangements for your Funeral before. The Archdiocese has 
published these forms again, and they are available in each of our churches. The forms serve for you to let your next of kin know 
what you would like for your funeral, and for this to be on record. Please note: they are not, however, legally enforceable. These 
forms are most effective if you keep a copy of it, once filled in, with you will, and make your next of kin aware of its contents. 
Also, a copy deposited in the parish office means that your wishes are on record in two places, making it more likely that your 
funeral will be as you would wish. Please take a copy of the form if you wish, but also a copy of Fr Julian’s considerations to help 
you to fill it in correctly. Once you have filled it in, if you wish to deposit a copy in the parish office, please hand the form to Fr 
Julian, who will get it copied and filed, and then let you have the original copy back. 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  

The next Parish Priest’s Open 
House, when Fr Julian can be seen 
for any reason, is on Monday from 
6.30 to 7.30pm at St Joseph’s Pres-
bytery. Please note the new time. 
Please call to confirm on the day. 

Alpha. All men are welcome to come 
along. We are looking at the back-
ground to the Eucharist in the Bible, 
and are learning a lot. Refreshments 
are included. We will have our next 
meeting on Friday 24th November, 
at 7pm at St Joseph’s.  

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Ravens-
wood Care Home, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove on Tuesday, 21st Novem-
ber at 11.00am. There will be a spe-
cial Advent service at Maple Tree 
Court on 19th December when we 
will be joined by the children from 
year six of St John’s School. 

Ladies’ Retreat Ladies! You are 
invited to is a day retreat taking place 
at Coolock in Newcastle on Saturday 
9th December, 10.30am to 3pm. If 
you would like to go please contact 
Cathy Hancock on 853941/07929 
213849. Lifts can be arranged. 

Autumn Fayre Thanks to everyone 
who helped to make the Biddulph & 
Packmoor Autumn Fayre a great suc-
cess. It was great to be back at the 
Town Hall again. Thanks to stallhold-
ers and volunteers especially. 

First Holy Communion & Con-
firmation If you have children who 
are not in one of our parish schools 
who wish to prepare to receive one 
of these Sacraments this year, then 
you must come and see Fr Julian at 
the Open House as soon as possible. 
Children for First Holy Communion 
must be in at least Year 4, and for 
Confirmation at least in Year 6. 

Welcome Ministry at St John’s 
Welcome is at the heart of transform-
ing our parishes and we have a small 
group of parishioners at St John’s 
ready to go ahead with this ministry. 
We need more people to come along 
and be part of this group. So please 
come to the next meeting at which 
will be planning the start of our Wel-
come Ministry on Wednesday 22nd 
November at 7pm in the sacristy at St 
John’s.  

Parish Mission It is really exciting 
that we will be having a parish mis-
sion next year based at St Joseph’s, 
led by the Franciscans of the Renew-
al, 19th to 24th May 2018. A parish 
mission needs planning and prepar-
ing! Is this something that you could 
help with? Fr Julian is inviting you to 
come to a first planning meeting after 
the Holy Hour on Thursday 21st De-
cember at St Joseph’s, 8pm to 9pm.  

Men’s disciple group We started 
the group as a follow on to the Men’s 

Holy Hour  
 
“This is the won-
derful truth, my 
dear friends: the 
Word which be-
came flesh two 
thousand years 
ago, is present 
today in the Eu-
charist.” 
Pope St John Paul II 

This Advent, we are inviting our 
parishioners to come together on 
Thursday evenings for a Holy Hour 
of prayer with Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament. It will be a time with 
music, readings, led prayer and si-
lence, and is a great opportunity for 
us to come together and pray. The 
Holy Hour will begin at 7pm. 

Thursday 7th Dec  St John’s 
Thursday 14th Dec  English Martyrs’ 

Thursday 21st Dec St Joseph’s 
O Come, let us adore Him! 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Baptisms 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Harry Michael Venables and 
George Samuel Cito Moore who are 
being baptised today at English Mar-
tyrs’ Church. 

Deaths 

Please pray for the soul of Graham 
Hall. A funeral service to pray for the 
repose of his soul will be on Tuesday 
21st November at Carmountside 
Crematorium at 1.00pm. 

 Requiescat in Pace 

ALPHA 

We have begun our new 
Alpha, and it is taking 
place at St Joseph’s on 
Saturday mornings from 

9am to 10.45am. It’s not too late to 
be part of this! Maybe this is the time 
for you to do Alpha? Alpha is also for 
those who have no background with 
faith, for those who have stopped 
coming to church, as well as for prac-
tising Catholics who want to go 
deeper and more personal with Je-
sus. Do you know someone who 
needs Alpha? Pray for that person, 
and then invite them. Why not come 
along with them too? Alpha is a re-
laxed environment, and great fun, so 
don’t be afraid to take the plunge. 

friendship club 

Christmas party 

Tickets are now on sale, priced 
£4, for our Christmas Party 

which is taking place at 
Kidsgrove Town Hall on Tues-
day 12th December from 1pm 

to 4pm. 

Everyone is welcome, whether 
you are a regular at the Friend-

ship Club or not. For tickets 
please contact Teresa in the par-

ish office (782121). 

Friendship Club All of the older 
members of our parishes are invited 
to the Friendship Club which meets 
monthly on the last Tuesday of the 
month at 2pm at Kidsgrove Town 
Hall. This month it will be on Tues-
day 28th November. If you have nev-
er been before, why not give it a try? 
If you have any questions, or need 
help to get there, please call Matt 
Ford on 07587034299. 



Entrance Antiphon: The Lord said: I think 
thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You 
will call upon me, and I will answer you, and 
I will lead back your captives from every 
place. 
Psalm Response: O blessed are those who fear 
the Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Even if 
you have to die, says the Lord, keep faithful, 
and I will give you the crown of life. 
[Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface Sundays of Ordinary Time VIII 
Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  Save us... 
Communion Antiphon: To be near God is my 
happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord. 

DEANERY & BEYOND FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£409.00, Non Gift Aid £199.42. 
Total £608.42.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £335.50, Non 
Gift Aid £133.50. Total £469.00.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £226.00, Non 
Gift Aid £134.29. Total £360.29.  

Second Collections: Next Week 
There will be a second collection 
next week for the Catholic Youth 
Service. 

St Patrick’s Hamper Raffle Now 
is the time to start putting together 
our hampers to raffle at St Patrick’s. 
Please sign up at the back of church 
to offer items for the hampers. 
Thanks you! 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.175 P Knapper; 2nd Prize £10, 
No. 56 P Jones; 3rd Prize £5, No.15 
H Hopkins.  

APF Red Boxes Could the 
Kidsgrove Parishioners who have 
not had their Red Boxes emptied yet 
bring them to church as soon as pos-
sible and hand to Trina Harding? If 
you have difficulty getting to church 
and would like to make arrangements 
for collection please ring Trina on 
07966 848499. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 25:14-30   

The day of the Lord is coming. What matters isn’t the time or the season, but what 
the Lord finds us doing with the new life, the graces He has given to us. This is at the 
heart of Jesus’ parable in today’s Gospel. Jesus is the Master. Having died, risen, and 
ascended into heaven, He appears to have gone away for a long time. By our baptism, 
He has entrusted to each of us a portion of His “possessions,” a share in His divine life. 
He has given us talents and responsibilities, according to the measure of our faith. We 
should walk in the “fear of the Lord” – in reverence, awe, and thanksgiving for His 
marvellous gifts. This is the beginning of wisdom. This is not the “fear” of the useless 
servant in today’s parable. His is the fear of a slave cowering before a cruel master, 
the fear of one who refuses the relationship that God calls us to. He has called us to be 
trusted servants, fellow workers, using our talents to serve one another and His king-
dom as good stewards of His grace. In this, we each have a different part to play. 
Though the good servants in today’s parable were given different numbers of talents, 
each “doubled” what he was given. And each earned the same reward for his faithful-
ness – greater responsibilities and a share of the Master’s joy. So let us resolve again in 
this Eucharist to make much of what we’ve been given, to do all for the glory of God, 
that we, too, may approach our Master with confidence and love when He comes to 
settle accounts. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for: 

St John: John Patrick Finn; Sarah & 
Arthur Holmes; Jill Tatton 
St Joseph: M Booth 
All the sanctuary lamps at our four 
churches are available for dedication. The 
lamp burns all week—minimum donation 
£5. Please see Fr Julian (or Tony Gian-
nasi for St John’s) to arrange. 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 806 THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Go to Mass… 
For someone who can’t 

Around the world, 
huge numbers of 
Catholics cannot go 
to Mass, because of 
religious persecution. 
Aid to the Church in 

Need are launching a campaign for 
those of us who can freely go to 
Mass, to take on going to an extra 
Mass each week, on behalf of—and 
to pray for—someone who cannot. It 
is such a simple thing to do, and such 
a beautiful gift. It is this sort of spir-
itual offering which bears great fruit, 
even if we cannot immediately see 
that fruit. Which extra Mass are you 
going to this week? 

Taizé Service There will be an Ad-
vent Taizé service at St Teresa’s, 
Trent Vale on Thursday 30th No-
vember at 7.30pm. The invitation is 
open to all to join in this ecumenical 
service of prayer and songs. 

The Childhood of Christ A study 
day taking place at St Dominic's Con-
vent, Stone on Saturday December 
2nd, starting at 9.45am. There will 
be 2 talks on ‘The Mystery of the 
Child Christ’ given by Sr Valery and 
The Young Christ in Art from Sr 
Mary Jadwiga. The cost of the day is 
£5. To book a place please contact St 
Valery on 01785 812091 or email 
valeryewalker@yahoo.co.uk 

Days of Prayer for Vocations 
Forthcoming days of prayer for voca-
tions will be at Our Lady’s in Fenton 
on Friday 10th November and St 
Mary’s, Cresswell on Saturday 2nd 
December. 

November List of the Dead  
There is still time to participate in 
the November list. Please place a list 
of the beloved dead of your family 
and friends in one of the envelopes 
to be found at the back of church. 
You can also include a donation to 
pay the stipend for the Masses for the 
dead which are celebrated each day 
of November and throughout the 
year. 

Eternal Rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, 

and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. 


